SPECIAL  SUPPLEMENT 


Awards  of  Excellence  highlight  of  Alberta  Research 
Council's  second  annual  awards  ceremonies 


Sheila  Binda,  Jim  Kinasewicii,  Dr.  Terry 
Stone  and  Bob  Zezulka  were  the  first  Al- 
berta Research  Council  employees  to 
receive  the  Presidents'  Award  of  Excel- 
lence -  a  new  awards  category  intro- 
duced this  year  to  acknowledge  out- 
standing performance. 

Each  was  presented  with  a  handsome 
plaque  and  $1,000  during  the  Alberta 
Research  Council's  second  annual 
awards  dinner  and  ceremony.  The  event 
was  held  March  16,  at  the  University  of 
Alberta's  Faculty  Club. 

Based  on  the  contribution  and  stand- 
ards set  by  our  five  past  presidents,  the 
award  recognizes  professional  staff  who 
have  attained  outstanding  performance  in 
one  or  more  of  research  development,  in- 
novation and  business  development  in 
any  area  of  science  and  technology;  tech- 
nical staff  for  outstanding  technical  sup- 
port of  same;  and  support  staff  for  out- 
standing support  to  the  corporation. 

All  were  nominated  for  the  award  by 
their  peers,  who  recommended  them  as 
being  representative  of  the  high  qualities 
embraced  by  the  Alberta  Research  Coun- 
cil. 

Dr.  Richard  K.  Kerr,  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Research 
Council's  Board  of  Directors,  and 
manager.  Technical  Services,  Alberta 
Energy  Company  Ltd.,  offered  greetings 
from  the  Board. 

"We  on  the  Board  are  more  than  just 
hosts  for  this  evening.  We  highly  endorse 
the  idea  of  an  awards  night  and  we  sup- 
port and  recognize  overachievers  at  the 
Research  Council.  The  Board  is  proud  of 
each  of  you  and  your  accomplishments. 
We  hope  that  each  of  you  is  also  proud  of 
the  Research  Council  for  establishing  an 
environment  in  which  you  can  excel." 

Emcee  for  the  evening.  Dr.  Clem  Bow- 
man, president,  introduced  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  attending:  Dr. 
Renee  E.  Elio,  Department  of  Computing 
Science,  University  of  Alberta;  Roy  O. 
Lindseth,  president  of  Tecknica  Resource 
Development  Ltd.;  John  R.  McDougall, 
president  of  DALCOR  Innoventures 
Ltd.;  and  Dr.  George  B.  Miller,  president 
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This  year's  winners. 

and  director  of  Research,  Nova  Husky 
Research  Corporation  Ltd. 

He  then  read  a  letter  he  has  written  to 
the  master  of  ceremonies  of  the  13th  an- 
nual awards  dinner,  which  will  be  held  in 
the  year  2000.  It  states  in  part,  "We  are 
now  in  the  last  year  of  the  1980s  and  look 
back  with  pride  at  the  accomplishments 
of  this  decade.  As  you  look  back  on  the 
1990s  we  are  certain  that  you  will  be 
pleased  with  the  accomplishments  of  this 
great  Alberta  Research  Council.  We  wish 
you  continued  success  as  you  move  into 
the  2000s." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  staff  and  Board 
members  of  the  Research  Council,  this 
letter  will  now  be  locked  in  a  safe  in  the 
Executive  Offices  with  instructions  that  it 
be  opened  in  January,  2000. 

Dr.  Ernest  Wiggins,  president  of  the 
Alberta  Research  Council  from  1962  to 
1977,  concluded  the  evening's  agenda. 
He  said,  "it  is  for  me  personally  a 
wonderful  experience  to  see  so  many  old 
friends  again,  and  particularly  to  see  the 
way  the  Research  Council  has  grown  and 
flourished  under  Clem's  leadership.  Run- 
ning an  organization  of  this  kind  is  not 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world.  It  is  hard 
enough  to  manage  a  research  organiza- 


tion when  you  have  one  corporate  boss  to 
work  for  with  a  clearly  defined  set  of  ob- 
jectives. 

"An  organization  of  this  kind  has  100 
bosses  and  objectives  that  change  from 
year  to  year.  I  think  it  is  just  remarkable 
the  way  you  have  been  able  to  maintain 
the  unique  dedication,  excellence  and 
team  spirit,  which,  I  think,  has  been  a 
characteristic  of  the  Research  Council.  It 
is  one  of  the  things  that  has  enabled  the 
Research  Council  to  adapt  to  changing 
circumstances  no  matter  how  rapidly 
things  change;  no  matter  how  many  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  people  you  have  to  work 
with  under  different  circumstances.  I 
think  you  have  done  this  extremely  well." 

Other  categories  under  which  staff 
were  nominated  for  awards  remained  un- 
changed from  last  year's  program.  Brief- 
ly, they  were: 

Patents  -  Presented  to  staff  who  have 
been  awarded  a  patent.  The  award  com- 
plements the  Research  Council's  policy 
of  providing  a  financial  award  to  inven- 
tors. The  financial  award  is  made  in  two 
installments,  at  the  time  of  patent  ap- 
plication and  at  the  time  of  patent  award. 

Best  Paper  -  This  award  acknow- 
ledges those  professionals  who  have 


Dr.  Lniest  VviiJigiiis  and  Dr.  Clem  Bowman  flank  the  Presidents  Award  of  Excellence 
plaque,  which  will  be  displayed  at  all  sites  of  the  Albrta  Research  Council  this  year. 


received  "best  paper"  awards  at  con- 
ferences. The  work  reported  in  these 
papers  will  pertain  to  Alberta  Research 
Council  projects. 

External  Professional  Awards  -  To 
acknowledge  Alberta  Research  Council 
staff  who  have  been  recognized  by 
professional  bodies  for  the  valuable  con- 
tributions made  to  these  groups,  usually 
on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Invited  Lecturers  -  To  recognize 
professionals  who  have  been  invited  to 
present  lectures  on  their  research  work. 
These  presentations  will  be  key  con- 
ference addresses,  or  a  lecture  which 
served  as  a  focal  point  for  a  conference. 
No  awards  were  presented  under  this 
category  for  1988. 

Technology  Licenses  -  Presented  to 
staff  who  have  been  successful  in  setting 
up  licensing  arrangements  for  the  trans- 
fer of  technology.  These  will  generally 
be  with  the  private  sector.  No  awards 
were  received  under  this  category  for 
1988. 

Safety  -  Awarded  to  staff  showing 
strong  commitment  to  safety, 
demonstrated  by  participation  in  training, 
running  hazardous  operations  safely, 
and/or  introducing  new  effective  prac- 
tices; and  staff  showing  outstanding 
response  to  an  emergency  situation.  Both 
individual  and  team  awards  are 
presented. 


PATENTS 


Dr.  C.  ^ .  ^  an  and  ^'.arl  Hadf leld 
Materials  and  Testing  Department 
-  U.S.  Patent,  December  1988 
"Permeation  Process  for  Separating  Am- 
monia from  a  Gas  Mixture" 


Promotion  -  This  award  recognizes 
the  dedication  and  contribution  of  those 
who  have  advanced  to  the  most  senior 
professional  or  technical  level  in  the  or- 
ganization, namely.  Senior  Research  Of- 
ficer or  Technologist  IV. 

Long  Term  Service  -  To  recognize 
those  individuals  who  have  reached  25 


Dr.  Lars  nmu 

Forestry  Department 
-  U.S.  Patent,  February  1988 
"Transverse  Vibration  Apparatus  for 
Grading  Wood  Panels" 


years  of  service  with  the  Alberta 
Research  Council. 

Other  -  Awards  also  were  presented 
this  year  for  outstanding  team  effort,  and 
to  the  staff  of  Research  Council 
laboratories  which  had  attained  or 
renewed  accreditation  during  1988. 


SAFETY 


\  r 

Individual  award  -  Ed  Fitzpatrick 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing 
Department 


Newsline  Supplement,  April  1989 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  ALBERTA 


Alberta  Research  Council 


TEAM  EFFORT 


Presented  to  staff  of  the  Alberta 
Geological  Survey  Department  for  their 
technical  display  at  the  UNITAR/UNDP 
4th  International  Conference  on  Heavy 
Crude  and  Tar  Sands.  The  display  in- 
cluded core  from  the  Cretaceous  sands 
deposits  of  the  Athabasca,  Peace  River 
and  Cold  Lake  areas,  and  the  Devonian 
carbonate  core  from  the  Grosmont  For- 
mation. 

Campbell  Kidston  accepted  the  award 
on  behalf  of  the  technical  display  team 
pictured  here.  From  left,  front  row:  Joe 
Olic;  Betty  Wagenseil;  Dr.  Daryl 
Wightman;  Diane  Goulet;  Dr.  Stefan 
Bachu;  Dr.  Li  Ping  Yuan;  back  row:  Joe 
MacGillivray;  Don  Keith;  Tim  Berez- 
niuk;  Dr.  Dave  Cuthiell;  Campbell 
Kidston;  Max  Baaske;  Brian  Rotten- 
fusser;  Desmond  Wynne;  Michel  Ber- 
hane. 


AWARDS  OF  EXCELLENCE 


All  Awards  of  Excellence  were  introduced  by  Dr.  Bowman 

Technical  staff 


Jim  Kinasewich 


Resource  Technologies  Department 

"For  22  of  his  23  years  with  us,  Jim  has 
managed  the  Electronics  and  Instrument 
Repair  shop.  He  has  really  worked  as  a 
one-man  wonder  in  this  activity,  diagnos- 
ing malfunctions,  rebuilding  complex 


analytical  instruments  and  getting  back  in 
service  equipment  the  same  day,  rather 
than  flying  in  the  usual  repair  guru  from 
the  U.S.  which  is  the  usual  approach.  He 
has  been  known  to  assemble  very  ad- 
vanced computers  from  so  called  spare 
parts.  I  can  only  imagine  the  number  of 
research  projects  that  really  owe  their 
success  to  the  ingenuity  of  Jim." 

Bob  Zezulka 

Advanced  Technologies  Department 

"Bob  has  been  with  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  for  14  years.  He  has 
become  the  organization's  expert  in 
hands-on  experience  with  CAD  (Com- 
puter Aided  Design)  systems,  in  par- 
ticular the  MEDUSA  package.  His  forte 
has  been  using  MEDUSA  to  solve  practi- 
cal problems  for  our  industrial  clients. 
Prime  Computer  of  Canada  has  written  us 
to  note  that  one  project  on  which  Bob 


worked  was  one  of  the  best  organized 
projects  that  they  had  ever  seen.  We  have 
lots  of  theorists  in  the  Alberta  Research 
Council,  but  it  is  really  people  like  Bob 
who  teach  themselves  the  necessary 
science  and  then  apply  it  to  real  problems 
that  make  this  organization  really  work." 


Newsline  Supplement,  April  1989 


Alberta  Research  Council 


SAFETY 


LONG  TERM  SERVICE 


Group  award  -  Nisku  Site  Emergency  Response  Crew  Len  Chase 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing  Department  Resource  Technologies  Department 


The  award  was  accepted  by  John  Mendiuk,  pictured  here  with  the  other  members  of 
the  team.  From  left,  front  row:  Ed  Fitzpatrick;  Keith  Wourms;  Lindsay  Logan;  back 
row:  John  Mendiuk;  Jim  Wilson;  Ron  Zacharkiw;  Gord  Heck. 


BEST  PAPER 


Brian  Rottenfusser 

Alberta  Geological  Survey 
"The  AOSTRA  Underground  Test 
Facility  -  Concept  and  Geological  Set- 
ting" -  presented  at  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Petroleum  Geologists, 
Rocky  Mountain  Section  in  Bismarck, 
North  Dakota,  August  21  to  24,  1988. 
The  paper  was  selected  as  the  best  Ener- 
gy Minerals  Division  paper. 


EXTERNAL  PROFESSIONAL 


Terry  Macyk  (left) 
Terrain  Sciences 

Presented  the  Dr.  E.M.  Watkin  Award  at 
the  13th  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Canadian  Land  Reclamation  Associa- 
tion. Awarded  to  an  individual  in  recog- 
nition of  major  contributions  in  research 
and/or  field  applications  in  land 
reclamation. 


Dr.  Bryan  Fuhr  (right) 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 

Department 

To  Senior  Research  Officer 


Sharing  the  award  with  Brian  were 
coauthors  Norbert  Alwast,  Energy 
Resources  Conservation  Board  (ERCB); 
and  Jane  Palfreyman,  Alberta  Oil  Sands 
and  Technology  Research  Authority 
(AOSTRA)  -  photos  not  available. 


PROMOTION 


Newsline  Supplement,  April  1989 
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Mark  Johnson 

Resource  Technologies  Department 
To  Senior  Research  Officer 


Garry  Cardinal 

Resource  Technologies  Department 
To  Research  Technologist  IV 


ACCREDITATION 


Industrial  Services  Laboratory 

Materials  and  Testing  Department 

Acceptance  for  testing  by  the 
Canadian  General  Standards  Board 
(CGSB)  of  various  polymeric  and  build- 
ing product  materials.  The  award  was  ac- 
cepted by  Bob  Tower  on  behalf  of  the  In- 
dustrial Services  Laboratory  staff  pic- 
tured here.  From  left,  front  row:  Bob 
Tower;  Lisa  Hermanutz;  Dr.  Ed  Bertram, 
manager.  Industrial  Services  Laboratory; 
Denise  Lamy;  Dale  Bessette;  back  row: 
Dr.  Robert  Heimann,  manager.  Materials 
Section  of  Materials  and  Testing  Depart- 
ment; Jim  Melnichuk;  Jim  Laidler;  Terry 
Sopkow;  Ron  Rau;  Bill  Winters. 


Dr.  Baki  Ozum 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing 
Department 

To  Senior  Researcli  Officer 


Bob  Silliphant 

Biotechnology  Department 
To  Research  Technologist  IV 


Newsline  Supplement,  April  1989 
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AWARDS  OF  EXCELLENCE 


Support  staff 

Sheila  Binda 

Alberta  Geological  Survey 

"Sheila  has  been  a  mainstay  of  the  Al- 
berta Geological  Survey  through  periods 
of  great  change.  Her  support  was  con- 
sidered essential  by  every  department 
head  she  has  served  under.  During 
periods  of  change,  such  as  the  transition 
between  the  department  heads,  and  three 
changes  of  administrative  assistants,  she 
has  kept  the  administrative  support  unit 


Professional  staff 

Dr.  Terry  Stone 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

"Terry  has  emerged  as  the  Research 
Council's  expert  in  the  application  of  ad- 
vanced scientific  computation  to  real  en- 
gineering problems.  I  understand  he  and 
his  wife  Kathy  have  developed  a  widely 
acclaimed  computer  program  to  interpret 
DNA  analyses.  He  has  also  collaborated 
with  Drs.  Savage  and  Brown  in  the 
Physics  Department  at  the  University  of 


ON  THE  LIGHTER  SIDE 


A  surprise  safety  award  was  presented  to 
Dr.  Clem  Bowman  for  his  "long-stand- 
ing, continuing,  perpetual,  monotonous 
emphasis  on  safety  as  number  one  in  the 
organization."  In  recognition  of  his  con- 
tribution to  safety  in  the  organization. 

President's  Award  for 
Management  (PAAM) 

Dr.  Michael  Ward  -  vice-president 
(Research),  University  of  Calgary,  and 
member  of  the  Board  of  the  Alberta 
Research  Council 

"For  unbridled  honesty  and  for  under- 
standing the  economies  of  scale." 
•  When  the  question  of  Dr.  Bowman's 
reappointment  came  up  he  apologized 
to  the  Board  that  they  were  not  more 
intimately  involved  in  that  decision. 
Dr.  Ward  said  not  to  apologize,  that 


Dr.  Bowman  was  presented  with  a  per- 
sonalized set  of  safety  organizational 
placemats.  In  this  way  it  was  felt  that 
anytime  he  is  worried  about  how  safety 
functions,  he  can  refer  to  them  on  his 
desk. 

Astonishing 


the  Board  in  fact  was  fully  consulted. 
The  fact  that  the  Minister  chose  to 
ignore  the  Board's  advice  was  not  the 
Board's  fault. 

At  one  board  meeting  the  difficulty  of 
making  money  on  small  contracts  was 
noted.  It  was  estimated  that  we  lose 
$1,000  on  each  small  contract.  Dr. 
Ward  observed,  therefore,  that  we 
would  have  to  make  it  up  on  volume. 


functioning  and  very  frequendy  had  to 
assume  a  supervisory  role.  With  hard 
work,  great  skill  and  a  lot  of  overtime, 
Sheila  made  sure  that  the  reports  were 
professionally  produced  and  on  time. 
Sheila  does  everything  well  -  a  superb 
typist,  incredibly  accurate  and  fast,  and 
an  excellent  composer  of  correspon- 
dence. Sheila  handles  outside  clients 
with  a  cordial  and  professional  manner." 


The  president  gets  an  award  of  his  own 


Alberta,  on  parallel  processing,  and 
parallel  processing  applications  in  fields 
like  reservoir  modelling,  seismic 
processing  and  weather  prediction.  Dr. 
Stone's  persistence  in  moving  the  Myrias 
Joint  Research  Venture  through  the 
various  technical  hurdles  is  well  known 
to  many.  For  providing  what  is  really 
badly  needed  in  Canada  -  excellence  at 
networking  to  create  synergies  where 
none  existed  before." 


Newsline  Supplement,  April  1989 
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